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A Redistricting Lawsuit Is Filed

By Nick Reisman 
November 21, 2011 at 11:27 am
That is a headline you’ll see a lot in the coming months and weeks. 

A lawsuit filed in a Brooklyn federal district court names Gov. Andrew Cuomo, along with Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver and Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos, and calls on a judge to take control of the contentious process. 

The suit, filed by an independent group, charges that New York’s redistricting process “has stalled” and threatens to throw the 2012 elections “into a quagmire.” 

New York must redraw its districts lines for state and federal offices every 10 years based on fresh Census data. But this round is expected to be especially brutal. 

A law that requires prisoners be counted at their last known address is being challenged by a group of Senate Republicans. The Department of Defense is not granting New York a waiver from a federal law mandating an early primary, allowing the continuation of a court battle between the Legislature and the US Justice Department. Further complicating matters, Cuomo has vowed to veto lines drawn by the lawmaker-driven task force (AKA LATFOR). 

Also worth noting: As Liz scooped last week, Silver has met with the New York Democratic House delegation in Washington to discuss the redistricting process. It was the first time the speaker had a face-to-face with the entire delegation. Members are understandably growing increasingly agitated about the fact that they’ve got no idea how the line drawing will be undertaken this time around, when they’re slated to lose another two House seats. 

NOTE: A reader pointed out that one of the plaintiffs in the suit is Howard Leib, 

lawsuitredistricting1121

http://www.scribd.com/doc/73375061/lawsuitredistricting1121
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